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Student Handout – ULC-S536 Unit 1 

Technicians – Precision in Practice 

Learning Objectives 
- Understand and apply CAN/ULC-S536:2019 in inspections 
- Recognize the importance of clear and accurate documentation 
- Communicate effectively with site contacts and internal teams 
- Appreciate the technician’s role in upholding industry credibility 

Key Content 

Importance Of Understanding And Applying The Standard 

Technicians must be familiar with the full CAN/ULC-S536:2019 standard (74 pages). Dedicate time 
during each inspection to review relevant sections, engage with peers, and consult subject matter 
experts when clarification is needed. 
 

Section To Focus On 

- Section 3: Glossary 
- Section 4: Testing Procedures 
- Section 12: Operational Tests for DCL 
- Section 14: Field Devices 
- Annex: Informative 

DCL Testing (Circuit Fault Tolerance) 

Ensures that fire alarm systems remain functional even if faults occur in data communication links. 
System integrity may be impaired by renovations, construction, water leaks, or component failures. 
 

Documentation Is Key 

Proper documentation records the system’s condition at the time of inspection, ensures every device is 
tested, tracks deficiencies and repairs, and serves as proof that inspections were conducted. 
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Communicating Effectively 

Effective communication ensures: 

- Customers know arrival time and testing plan 
- Technicians are prepared 
- Building occupants are notified 
- Coordination with other trades 
- Status updates are shared 
- Issues and deficiencies are discussed early 

The Technicians Role 

Technicians play a critical role in maintaining credibility. Incomplete or inaccurate reports can lead to 
liability, failed inspections, and penalties. Accurate inspections and clear communication build trust. 
 

 
 

 

Notes: 
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