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Brief Introduction to RAI (Reading and Arithmetic) Testing 

By law, vocational students entering the Canadian Fire Alarm Technology Program must prove high 
school graduation or equivalent, or take a test to prove reading and math skills at the Grade 10-11 
level.  

The test we use is a government-approved standard test called RAI. We are told that it will tell us if 
prospective students can do: 

o Arithmetic up to a “Grade 10 level”; 
o Reading up to “Grade 10.5”. 

These tests are normally administered by special appointment at our office. There is no time limit but 
most people take well under an hour for each test. You will have as long as you need. You will have a 
quiet space in which to do the test and a Health and Safety Management College representative will be 
there to give you instructions, answer questions and collect your test. 

You will be provided with some scratch paper and a pencil or pen. You may not use a calculator. 

The Reading test has 72 questions on:  

 Picture/Word Association 
 Word Decoding 
 Phrase Comprehension 

 Sentence Comprehension 
 Paragraph Comprehension I 
 Paragraph Comprehension II 

 

The Arithmetic test has 70 questions about: 

 Addition and Subtraction 
 Multiplication and Division 
 Fractions 

 Decimals and Percentages 
 Square Roots and Powers 
 Geometry and Word Problems 

 
There are some sample questions at the end of this document. 

If you want to practice in advance… 
 
Help is available to most Ontarians at no cost through Adult Learning organizations. Google “Literacy”, 
or visit your Employment Resource Centre or library for help finding someone in your area.  
 
You might also try self-study. We recommend the reading and arithmetic sections of a book called 
The Complete Canadian GED-Preparation Handbook, by Steck and Vaughan, which costs about $26 
and is available from many public libraries. If math is the main thing you want to practice, some people 
have found the phone app IXL to be effective. It’s very inexpensive and teaches math in a game-like 
way. 
 










